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[Abstract]

The Regulation of the Use of UAVs in the Armed Conflict
— With emphasis on the general principles on the International Humanitarian Law -

YONGHO LEE’

In armed conflict, Drone(Unmanned Aerial Vehicle) is becoming a key weapons
system in the 21st century.

Despite the steep increase in the use of military UAV, the reality is that
there is not independent normative system to regulate the use of UAV during
armed conflict. So, although it is the best alternative plan, the problem of the
use of UAV during armed conflict has no choice but to seek the basis for the
regulation from International Humanitarian Law. And if so, it comes down
to what it is.

In this connection, the International Humanitarian Law does not specifically
prohibit UAV itself in armed conflict, and requires to comply with various
rules about International Humanitarian Law.

In this circumstances, this study will examine the problem in the UAVs
regulation of utilization during armed conflict from the following aspects, focusing
on the general principles of International Humanitarian Law.

First, the general principles and regulations applicable to the regulation of
utilization in UAV during armed conflict will be introduced.

Second, examination of whether the general principles of International
Humanitarian Law is applicable to UAVS’' regulation of utilization will be
described.

Third, the limitation of regulation of utilization by the above general principles
will be analyzed.

Finally, suggestion of a future direction will be suggested.

Through the above research, this study concludes the following from the

* Professor, Law School, Yeungnam Univ.
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viewpoint of minimizing the harm that UAV will bring in the future.

First, an independent normative system should be established to regulate
the use of UAV during armed conflict.

If it is difficult to establish the system, as a sub-optimal plan, efforts should
be made to conclude an comprehensive treaty for air warfare.

Second, the improvement of the norms of air warfare that can regulate the
rapidly developed air warfare patterns.

Third, it is necessary to establish a theoretical system so that the general
principles of International Humanitarian Law can be applied to the UAVs
regulation of utilization during armed conflict.

Fourth, it is required to use an obligation to determine whether its employment
would be prohibited by this protocol or by any other rules of international law
to the new weapons. Article 36 of the Additional Protocol I in 1977 stipulates
that even if there is no explicit provision for direct regulation of individual
types of weapons, their use is not immediately legalized. Therefore, efforts
should be made to judge whether UAV is acceptable in light of common

rules or other general principles under the International Humanitarian Law.

Key words : General Principles of International Humanitarian Law, Drone,
Unmanned Aerial Vehicle, War against Terrorism, Harvard Manual







